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• Lt. Col. Mike Marek, who is attached to the North Central Region, has been brought on as a Wing 
assistant public affairs officer. He also just retired as a faculty member at Wayne State University in 
Nebraska.  

• Lt. Col. Bruce Kipp’s has stepped aside a for a little longer from assistant PAO. 

• Capt. Richard Rezac has been appointed the 2021 Joint Dakota Cadet Encampment commander. Read 
more below in Capt. Rezac’s report. 

• 2nd Lt. Travis Robinson has been assigned as an assistant wing logistics officer. 

• We need more Wing Staff Members! 
 

 

 

WING CHIEF OF STAFF/OUTREACH 

                                                                       Lt. Col. Todd Epp, CAP 
 
Since Diversity falls into my portfolio as Chief of Staff/Outreach, I figured I should see where the Wing stands 
vis-a-via the state of South Dakota.  
 
Here is U.S. Census information regarding age and gender in S.D.:  
 

 
 
Here is U.S. Census information regarding race in S.D.:  
 

 
 
Here is the latest summary of the SDWG by gender:  
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I will be reaching out to all Squadrons and members soon to help you navigate the new program! Please do 
not hesitate to reach out to me with any questions or concerns you have. I know a few of you are working on 
finishing a Level from the earlier program because of the grandfather time they are allotting.  
 
In the meantime, be sure to look at the new CAPR 40-1 Education and Training regulation that replaces the old 
CAPR 50-17. My goal is to make it to a meeting at each squadron in the next couple of months to go over the 
new program and answer any questions I can!  
 
Call or email me at: mary.donley@sdwg.cap.gov 605-321-8056. Thank you all for being open to the new 
program! We can do this! 

 

 

WING DIRECTOR OF AEROSPACE EDUCATION 
                                                                            Maj. Tim Modde, CAP 
 
See the sign-up information above for the West River Aerospace Education Day on Saturday 5 September 2020 
in Philip and the East River Aerospace Education Day on Saturday 19 September 2020 in Sioux Falls.  
 

 

WING HISTORIAN 
Maj. Karla West, CAP 

 
A Look Back at Our History. . .  
 
In the late summer of 1966, the S.D. Wing Charter Presentation Team consisting of Col. Charley Doughy and Lt. 
Col. Harold Lindseth, flew to Sisseton to present them with their CAP charter. The squadron commander at the 
time is unknown. Greeting them at the Sisseton Airport were the Sisseton American Legion Honor Guard 
wearing exact replicas of the 7th Cavalry uniforms. 
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WING COMMAND NCO 

TSgt Shawn Bawden, CAP 
 
CMSgt Robert Dandrige, CAP’s National Command Chief, shared ten recommendations earlier this summer and 
although his comments were directed to our NCO Corps, they can (and should!) resonate with all our members. 
 

Chief Dandridge’s Top Ten 

 
1. Emphasize our core values.  
2. Mentor leaders.  
3. Engage cadets and senior members.  
4. Work on your professional development.  
5. Visit another unit.  
6. Follow Gen Smith's guidance concerning COVID.  
7. Check-in with CAP members and friends/family.  
8. Stay fit (exercise). 
9. Read at home and take a break from digital distractions.  
10. Thank you, NCOs! 
 

Chief Dandridge’s recommendations are a call to action in all facets of our CAP lives. Many of them are in the 
DNA of NCOs, such as living by our core values, mentoring leaders (i.e. leading down and up), taking care of your 
wingman, professional development, and staying fit. All of them speak to an imperative which should always be 
on our minds: Mission Readiness. 
 
Chief Dandridge’s last item could be first on the list. In an all-volunteer organization like CAP, we must show 
gratitude to our members for their dedication and service, both formally and informally. Thank you for giving 
your time, energy, and personal resources. Your selfless service is appreciated! Semper Vigilans! 
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LINCOLN COUNTY COMPOSITE SQUADRON (SD-07 – TEA) 
 

 
 
(L to R) 1st Lt. Denise Clement, Squadron Commander; C/SrA Rebekah McClary; C/Lt. Col. Kyle Clement, Cadet 
Commander; Capt. Joe Oye, Deputy Commander of Cadets. Because of her enthusiasm, leadership, and 
accomplishments as a first-year cadet, Lincoln County Composite Squadron was proud to present C/SrA 
Rebekah McClary with the AFA Outstanding Squadron Cadet of the Year Award. 

 
PIERRE COMPOSITE SQUADRON (SD-38 – PIERRE) 

 
An Unexpected Visitor! 

 
 
Sunday afternoon while Lee Vaughan was mowing at the Philip airport a lone plane landed and taxied to the 
fuel tank.  Lee shut down his mowing to learn who this pilot was.   
 

SQUADRON HIGHLIGHTS 
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Philip was not the intended landing spot for Jeff Thornhill from Cameron Park, CA.  He left his airpark home 
that morning heading to Minneapolis to get his fuel tanks relined.  He was making good time in his 1966 
Mooney M20C retractable gear aircraft when about 70 miles from Philip he began losing first a GPS, then the 
radio and another GPS so he landed to see if he could figure out what to do.  
 
Lee tried to locate folks that may be able to help and in desperation he called Bill Sumpter.  Did he have an O 
Meter to check out the electrical?  Bill and I grabbed his testers and off we went to Philip.  After hooking 
several things up it was decided the battery was the problem, even jumpers would not bring it to life.   
 
We put him in touch with Mustang Aviation in Pierre and he was waiting for a mechanic to come to his rescue. 
Lee did find out that the airpark Jeff lives in is home to Pilot Julia Clark, a woman that became the only woman 
out of 110 pilots flying for Golden West in 1977. Five months later she switched over to Hughes Airwest and 
was promoted to first officer, the first of 21 women to be hired in the U.S. for a major airline. In 1984 she was 
the first woman promoted to captain for an airline. Clark is flying the same Beechcraft T–34 Mentor that she 
bought, sight unseen, in 1977 for $18,000 at a government surplus auction in Anchorage, Alaska.  
 
She flew the airplane 2,900 miles to her home in California, where she restored it herself, painstakingly 
polishing the aluminum surfaces and dubbing it Free Spirit. During her more than 40 years as a solo aerobatic 
pilot, Julie Clark’s exceptionally well-choreographed and patriotic routine has touched millions. 2019 marks 
her fiftieth year as a pilot; the retired Northwest Airlines captain has logged more than 34,000 flight hours.  In 
October 2019 she performed in her final air show, ending a career in the sky that spanned more than five 
decades.  
 
She has lived in Cameron Airpark Estates for 36 years and at age 71 is embarking on a new mission, 
transporting animals that need relocating to new places, A Cause for Paws.  I wonder what tales Jeff could 
have told us about his love of flying and what drew him to the airpark.   
 
When asked if he needed anything, he said his wife had packed a good lunch and he still had a peanut butter 
and jelly sandwich, but he ate all the Oreos!  He was gone the next morning, so all must have been fixed. 
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RUSHMORE COMPOSITE SQUADRON (SD-31 – RAPID CITY) 
 

 
 
Seniors and Cadets strike a pose after an exhausting PT Saturday. 
 

 
 
Commander Tracy takes a few minutes during the SAREX to promote Cadet Kellar to C/SMSgt. 
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SIOUX FALLS COMPOSITE SQUADRON (SD-50 – SIOUX FALLS) 
 
NRA Marksmanship 
 

 
 
On Saturday August 1, SFCS had 15 cadets receive their NRA Pro-Marksmanship medal.  
 
With the guidance of NRA Certified Instructors, the cadets learned gun safety, and successfully met the 
requirements to earn their badge. This involved a firearms safety class and hitting all ten targets using a .22 
pistol five times from a benchrest position at 15 feet. The cadets cleaned the range in exchange for using the 
facility from Garretson Sportsmen's Club.  
 
Thank you to the instructors for their ability and time teaching our cadets. They were Bill Thorson, Maj. Jim 
Stalzer and Lt. Col. Ron Evenson. 
 
Orientation Flights 
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Cadet Orientation Flights reconvened after being grounded for several months due to Covid-19. On Saturday 
August 15, C/SSgt Madison Stroud took to the air to experience this amazing opportunity. 
 

LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN COMPOSITE SQUADRION (SD-63 – SPEARFISH) 
 
This summer quickly filled-up with events despite COVID restrictions. One of the first highlights was the SAREX 
(20-T-5201) on June 20. To reduce the possibilities of contamination between other SDWG units, our aircrew 
and ground team staged out of the Black Hills Airport (KSPF) in Spearfish.  
 
This was the first opportunity for some of our new members to get out in the field and helped our more 
experienced members continue to hone their skills. In all, ten members from our squadron attended the 
exercise. 
 

 
 
There was plenty of action in July too, starting with Orientation Flights (O-Flights) on July 9. Our squadron 
commander, Lt. Col. DeWeese, took advantage of some favorable conditions and organized the impromptu 
event. Three cadets, C/SrA Joshua Stomprud, C/SrA Kaira Stomprud, and C/Amn Elly Sulcer, were able to get in 
the air. A fourth cadet, C/SrA Elijah Stomprud, who recently turned 18 years old and is no longer eligible for O-
Flights, was also able to get off the ground. He joined Lt. Col. DeWeese on a pilot proficiency ride and received 
an introduction to stalls, falls, steep turns, and slow flight!  
 


